
Simple Courseware

INTRODUCTION + OVERVIEW

Courseware Made Simple



Minimize Round-trips to Server – data is updated 
asynchronously

No extra page reloads!

FAST

Web based / host on any LAMP server on an ISP

LIGHTWEIGHT

Faster page loads for both students and 
instructors

Administrative tools are designed to be fluid and 
fast

Re-use Content Easily Across Courses / Classes

Innovative Grade Editor tool speeds up common 
grading tasks

EASY TO USE

Simple Courseware is…



Used successfully for F2F, hybrid and online 
courses for >1,000 students from 2013-2021 – no 
measurable downtime!

RELIABLE

Secure – Lockdown Individual Pages / Content 
Areas / Whole Site with Password or User ID + 
Password

SECURE

PHP / MySQL on the Server

Middle-tier Architecture (PHP Database Objects 
and Worker Objects to implement Business Rules 
/ Logic)

All data sent in JSON through AJAX on the Client 
(JavaScript / HTML / CSS)  – updated without page re-
loads

POWERED BY…

Simple Courseware is…



After login, a ‘Speed 
Dial’ of your courses 
and projects makes
it easy to find your
work

Welcome Screen

Simple Courseware Features



Set Course Options 
including importing an 
existing course in the 
Course Editor screen

Course Editor
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For new users, you can
create a New Course in a 
few easy steps

New Course Wizard
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Set login options and 
contact info in the 
Instructor Editor

Instructor Editor
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Set login options and 
contact info in the 
Instructor Editor

Instructor Editor
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You can define Content 
Folders using Class 
Meeting Dates or Sessions 
(virtual or F2F) to 
automatically publish
content for a course

Content Folder Editor
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The full-featured Content Area Editor lets
you design the features that will be in a 
course or project

There are over a dozen pre-built types 
including support for Course 
Documents, Assignments and Notes, 
Assessments (Quizzes and Surveys), Task
Lists, Discussion Boards and Grade 
Books, a Blog Roll, plus the ability to 
display custom web pages

You can import sets of Content Areas 
from existing courses in just a few steps

Each Content Area can be secured with a 
password and displayed before or after a 
student is logged in

Content Area Editor
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You can choose a Course Theme and set other
Page Options on the Look and Feel section of the 
Content Area Editor

Page Options / Themes

Simple Courseware Features

Built-In Content Area



The Welcome Page displays Course and Instructor
information, including Contact and Office Hours

You can also display course reminders including
General Reminders, Reading Reminders and 
Reminders for Assignment Due Dates

Welcome Page

Simple Courseware Features

Built-In Content Area



The Content Area Editor lets you define a 
set of Submissions for the Submit Page,
Including a default submission, which can
be updated as the course progresses

Submit Page

SimpleCourse Features

Built-In Content Area



The Blog Roll screen lets you administer
of list of student blogs or web pages, with
support for link validation

Students with missing pages can have 
their entry highlighted as a reminder

Blog Roll

Simple Courseware Features

Built-In Content Area



You can display a page of set of static
web links for your course easily with
control of images to display for each link

External Web Links
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Built-In Content Area



The Course Content lets you add, 
edit and copy items for a course 
session (or content folder).

It includes many ease-of-use 
features, including ‘Action Icons’ to 
speed up tasks

Quickly hide or show content, add
tags and upload files for your
course

Course Content Editor
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The Student Editor lets you add and 
edit students (or other users) in a 
class, including setting default 
logins

Special features include the ability
to generate onboarding e-mails with
login information and send private
secure links to Grade Books 

User Roles include Students, 
Instructors, Guests and Demo
Students

Student Editor
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The Task List Editor lets you define a 
set of tasks for students

Task types include To Do / Done, To 
Do / In Progress / Done, 
Percentages and Checked / Not 
Checked

Tasks can include links easily using
modified Markup tags

You can preview a Task List in 
Student View to see what it looks 
like for your students

Tasks can be quickly copied and re-
used between Task Lists and 
Courses

Task List Editor

Simple Courseware Features



The Forum Editor lets you define
Discussion Boards for your students
including due dates, target word
counts and other options

You can preview a Discussion Board
prompt to what it will look like live

Forums can be quickly copied and 
re-used within and between
Courses

Forum Editor
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The Forum Posts Editor lets you
view and edit user posts within a 
Forum with the ability to mark posts
as read and graded

You can view posts chronologically
or by Author / Student, edit existing
Posts (for content moderation) and 
post as the Instructor

Forum Posts Editor
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The Forms and Assessments Editor 
lets you design WorkForms, which
be any combination of short 
answer, long answer, multiple 
choice and survey questions 
(including Agree / Disagree, Stars, 
numeric ratings)

Forms and Assessments Editor
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The Submissions Editor lets you
manage student submissions from
the Submit Page with support for 
status tracking including printing 
and grading status

Submissions Editor

Simple Courseware Features



The Grade Forms and Assignments
Editor lets you view and grade 
submitted work from users with
support for linking grades to Grade 
Book items

Grade Forms and Assignments
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The Grade Book Editor lets you
design a Grade Book with support 
for attendance, numeric, letter and 
cumulative fields

Cloning wizards make it easy to re-
use Grade Books between and 
across courses

Grade Book Editor
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The powerful Grade Editor lets you
edit grades quickly

There’s support for working through
a roster for individual assignments, 
marking missing work and 
calculating cumulative grades and 
attendance automatically

Navigate through a class roster or 
select in individual student (great
for late submissions)

Your learning modules have 
multiple grades – hide and show 
rows so that you can grade for that
item only – a real time saver!

Upload commented files quickly for 
student feedback

Grade Editor
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Grade Books include feedback for 
each graded assignment, including
links to digital feedback, course 
progress and cumulative scores

Students can also view old Reports 
with the Report History feature

Grade Book (Student View)
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Grade Reports let instructors see
class progress for each learning
module / Grade Book including
attendance and cumulative scores

There’s support for exporting Grade 
Books to Excel (.CSV)

Grade Report

Simple Courseware Features



G R A D E  B O O K  
E D I TO R

Use Task Lists with 

updatable status fields for 

common task types 

(including progress bars) 

Simple Courseware Modules

D I S C U S S I O N  
B OA R D S

Add lightweight Forums to

any website

TA S K  L I S T S

Design and publish Grade 

Books for students with

innovative, time-saving

features for instructors

G E N E R A L  
P U R P O S E  C M S

Use Content Folders to 

organize and share any 

web content securely

Ta g A L i n k

Beyond Bit.ly – Tag and 

share memory-friendly links 

to any web content

W E B  
A P P L I C AT I O N  
F R A M E W O R K

Middle-tier code includes

denormalized tag-based

database API for building 

web applications

Potential for tiered 
SaaS and separate 
web applications



E a s y  A d a p t i v e  
R e l e a s e

Action Icons speed up 

common administrative 

tasks (and make future 

internationalization easier)

Simple Courseware Innovations – For Instructors

R e u s e  C o n t e n t

Cloning tools make it easy

to re-use content within

and between courses / 

projects

A c t i o n  I c o n s

Define a set of Content 

Folders by date / time 

(Sessions) and content will

be published automatically

Ta g A L i n k

Use tags or hashtags to 

label links – simplifies links 

to YouTube videos, etc.

M a r k u p  L i n k s

Use simple Markup tags to 

make it easier to use links 

in your content

S e c u re L i n k

Send private secure links 

to a student Grade Book 

(helps with guidance / 

advising)



Ta g - B a s e d  
D a t a b a s e  A P I

Innovative middle-tier 

object for fast, scalable 

and maintainable code

Simple Courseware Innovations – Under the Hood

M i d d l e -T i e r  
A rc h i t e c t u re

Tag-based database API for 

storing denormalized data (like 

MongoDB) means no need to 

modify database tables for 

changing web content on the 

front end



3 Sample Courses are available at:

demo.simplecw.com

eng101.simplecw.com

eng103.simplecw.com

eng208.simplecw.com

Instructor tools

admin.simplecw.com

Live Demos

Simple Courseware Demos

Demo User: demo101     Password: 1234

Demo User: demo103     Password: 1234

Demo User: demo208     Password: 1234

Demo User: demoadmin Password: 1234



eng208.simplecw.com

Live Demo – Intro. To Digital Journalism

Simple Courseware Demos



Richard Dragan, PhD

draganportfolio.com

CONTACT INFO.

rdragan.work@gmail.com

simplecw.com


